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 A Simple Passover 
 By Meghan Morelli 
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 We celebrate Passover to remember God’s faithfulness to His people as if we 
 personally left Egypt and were led by God to His promiseland. 

 This may not seem simple, but this was pared down from my 100 page Haggadah. 
 I took a few liberties with wordings because we have Jesus! 

 Items Needed: 
 1.  2 candles and matches (to be lit during the dinner ceremony) 
 2.  Hand washing station (bowl and towel at the table or access to sink) 
 3.  Wine or juice cups for everyone, plus wine and/or juice 
 4.  Elijah’s cup (a special cup). This is traditionally a cup set aside for Elijah who will 

 come and make the way for Messiah. We have Elijah and Jesus! So, we call it the 
 Messiah’s Cup. 

 5.  Plate with 3 matzo (or crackers, or non-yeasted bread) covered with towel 
 6.  Napkin or cloth bag for the  afikoman  (a piece of matzo will be placed inside during 

 the dinner then hidden somewhere in the house by the children) 
 7.  Main Seder dish (symbolic and placed somewhere central): 

 a.  Horseradish 
 i.  Represents bitterness of being a slave, can be substituted with 

 dandelion green, arugula, something bitter tasting 
 b.  Lamb bone (or chicken bone) 

 i.  Symbolizes the sacrifice made by the Isrealites the night before they 
 left Egypt 

 c.  Hard Boiled Egg 
 i.  Will be dipped in salt water to symbolize the tears of God’s people 

 d.  Parsley (or celery, or any fresh herb that can be eaten) 
 i.  Represents new life, Springtime! 

 e.  Romaine Lettuce 
 f.  Scoop of Charoset 

 i.  Charoset: Mixture of chopped apples, nuts, sugar or honey, lemon 
 zest, and red wine 

 8.  Individual Seder plates: 
 a.  One matzo broken into 2 pieces 
 b.  Mini bowl of salt water (or shared between family members) 
 c.  Small bit of Horseradish or substitution (see above) 
 d.  A small piece of lettuce 
 e.  Parsley (or celery) 
 f.  A small scoop of Charoset 
 g.  One peeled hard boiled egg (or half egg per person) 

 9.  Dinner: traditional matzo ball soup, potato latkes 
 10.  Dessert! Something flourless,  Smitten Kitchen  has a passover section 

https://smittenkitchen.com/recipes/passover/?format=list
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 Script  (parts that require children to say something can be done as “repeat after me”): 

 1.  Everyone takes their seats, fills cups with wine or grape juice 
 2.  Leader  Says 

 a.  “  Among the ceremonies that sustain the Jewish heritage, especially 
 beloved is the Seder, celebrated on Passover Eve, called Pesach. The 
 name Seder means ‘order.’ By reading these words and eating this 
 meal, we obey the mitvah, written in the Torah ‘you shall tell the 
 Passover story to your children in the days to come.’ 

 b.  The story we tell tonight is how God freed his people from slavery in 
 Egypt. We call this the Exodus  .” 

 3.  The  women  of the family should now light the candles saying, 
 a.  “  Blessed art Thou, Eternal God, King of the Universe, who has 

 sanctified us by Thy sacrifice, who has kept us alive and well. 
 b.  May our home be consecrated, O God, by the light of Thy 

 countenance, shining upon us in blessings and bringing us peace!  ” 
 4.  Leader  Says 

 a.  “It is now time to raise our cup of wine (or juice). 
 b.  With the this cup we recall God’s promise “I am God, and I will free 

 you from the slavery in Egypt.” 
 5.  All together say, then drink from your cup of wine 

 “  Blessed are Thou, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine  .” 
 6.  Everyone washes their hands by splashing water three times on each hand 

 and returns to their seats. 
 7.  Leader  says, 

 a.  “  On the sedar plate, the following symbolic foods are found: Morar 
 (horseradish), a bitter taste reminds us of the bitterness of slavery in 
 Egypt. Zroa (bone), the animal bone reminds us of the sacrifice made 
 by God’s people so that God would “pass over” their homes to spare 
 them from the plague. Beitsa (egg), reminds us of all the sacrifices 
 given by God’s people in His holy temple. Charoset (apples), 
 symbolizes the mortar used by the Isrealites to build great structures 
 for the Egyptians. Karpas (parsley), reminds us of new life given by 
 God alone. Hezeret (romaine lettuce) is on this plate because at first it 
 tastes sweet, but then it turns bitter just like the Isrealite’s time in 
 Egypt. The salt water reminds us of the sad tears shed by God’s 
 people when they were slaves and in rememberance of those not free 
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 today. The Cup of Messiah is filled with wine and set aside for Jesus, 
 who is with us always. Matzo reminds us that God’s people had to 
 leave so quickly that they did not have time for their bread to rise. 

 b.  There are 3 to symbolize those who are not yet free, those who are 
 free but don’t care about others, and those who are free and work to 
 help others become free.” 

 8.  Dip the parsley from your plate in the salt water and eat. 
 9.  Leader  says,  “  We are reminded that God gives new life  .” 
 10.  Everyone  says,  “  Blessed are Thou, Eternal our God, King of The Universe, 

 Creator of the fruit of the earth  .” 
 11.  Uncover the Matzo on the plate, leader says, 

 “This is the bread of the Isrealites. All who are hungry, let them come to eat.” 
 12.  Leader takes the middle piece of matzo, breaks it in half, puts one half in the 

 afikoman (napkin or cloth bag) saying,  “ The middle piece is broken to 
 remind us that the world is broken and in need of Jesus.” 

 13.  The children can hide the afikoman in the house, to be found by the adults 
 later playing “hot and cold.” 

 14.  Read the story of the Passover, we love the Storybook Bible version. 
 (Everyone can spill a drop of wine in sympathy for the Egyptians who 
 suffered the plagues.) 

 15.  Leader  says, 
 “We have learned about God’s faithfulness so we can now eat the 
 rest of our meal. We are ready to eat the Matzo.” 

 16.  Everyone  says. 
 “Blessed art Thou, Eternal our God, King of the Universe, who brings 
 forth bread from the earth.” 

 17.  Eat the Maror (horseradish or substitute) dipped in the Charoset (apples). 
 Leader  says, 

 “We eat the maror dipped in the Charoset to recall that God’ people 
 were able to withstand the bitterness of slavery becuase it was 
 sweetened with the hope of freedom.” 

 18.  Everyone  makes a sandwich with the matzo, lettuce, and apples. Leader 
 says,  “We eat this sandwich to remember that where people are not free, 
 there will always be the hope of freedom.” 

 19.  Everyone eats the egg dipped in salt water.  Leader  says, 
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 “  We eat the egg to remember all the sacrifices God’s people have 
 made in his Temple and as gratitude to God for sparing the Isrealites 
 first-born children.” 

 20.  Dinner Time! Serve a meal, like matzo ball soup or... macaroni and cheese 
 and chicken nuggets. 

 21.  After dinner  parents  say “  Where is the afkoman?  ” Play hot and cold to find it 
 and share pieces of the final matzo together. 

 22.  Everyone  recites the Hallel 
 “Blessed art Thou, Eternal our God, in Whose world there is food for all. May 
 the Holy One make peace for us, for Israel, and for the world. Praise the 
 Eternal, all ye nations, praise Him all ye people! For His kindness overwhelms 
 us, and His truth is forever. Hallelujah!” 

 23.  Sing “pharaoh pharaoh, o baby!” - We find a youtube video of the song and 
 sing and dance along. 

 24.  End with  everyone  shouting “  NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM!”  - Traditionally 
 this was shouted as a wish for the scattered Jews (God’s people) to be able 
 to once again return home, BUT our hope is set on an even greater 
 Jerusalem that is still to come! We look forward to the time when Jesus has 
 returned and we are with him for eternity. 

 25.  Dessert Time! 


