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• What does this story teach me about God 
or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How 

do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   What was the response of God’s people when they met 

difficulties while rebuilding?
•   Why don’t we worship in a temple today?
•  How can we give glory to God this week?

STORY POINT: GOD’S PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE TO GLORIFY GOD.

After living in Babylon for 70 years, God’s people were home! A group had 
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had started the work, but 
their neighbors didn’t want them to rebuild the temple, so 
they stopped building. God sent the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah to encourage the people. So the 
leaders—Zerubbabel and Joshua—started 
working on the temple again.

A governor named Tattenai noticed 
God’s people had started to rebuild the 
temple again. Tattenai sent a report to 
King Darius in Persia. This is what 
Tattenai’s letter to King Darius 
said: “The people in Judah are 
building the temple of the great 
God. They said King Cyrus gave 
them permission to rebuild the 
temple. Please search the royal 
records to see if this is true.”

King Darius’s officials searched 
the royal records for Cyrus’s order. 
They found it.

So King Darius sent a letter back 
to Tattenai. He gave this order: “Stay 
away from the workers in Jerusalem. 
Don’t bother them or try to stop them. 
Give them whatever they need.”

Tattenai and the other officials obeyed King 
Darius’s order. The Jewish leaders kept building, 
and they finally finished the temple of God! The people 
celebrated and made offerings to God.

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to 
worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God 
dwells not in the temple, but directly with His people. Jesus provided something better 
than the temple; He gives us Himself.

 The Temple Was Rebuilt
Ezra 4–6; Haggai
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Order of Events | Number these Bible stories in the order they happened. Then arrange each corresponding letter to discover the name of an 
important place in today’s Bible story.

Unit 17, Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt

To Build Again
Find the words of today’s story 
point in the picture, and write 
them in order. Also find 10 scrolls.
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